
10/7/2011 - ROBINS AIR FORCE 

BASE, Ga. -- Past and present 116th 

Air Control Wing members, dignitar-

ies, and family and friends filled the 

Museum of Aviation's Century of 

Flight Hangar Sept. 30 for a ceremony 

making the 116th Air Control Wing an 

active associate Air National Guard 

wing and activating the active duty 

461st Air Control Wing.  

During the ceremonies, officiated by 

Maj. Gen. Stephen L. Hoog, 9th Air 

Force commander, Col. Jeffrey Herd 

relinquished command of the 116th to 

Col. William Welsh. Col. L. Dean 

Worley Jr. assumed command of the 

newly activated 461st ACW, followed 

by the standup of the 461st Operations 

Group, commanded by Col. Troy 

Stone and the 461st Maintenance 

Group, commanded by Col. David 

Foote.  

Hoog noted the 116th was the first 

blended wing in the Air Force and 

praised the unit for its many accom-
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461st Bomb Group Re-

union - 2011 

Thursday, September 

22, was arrival and 

check-in day.   

The registration table 

was open all day as 

was the hospitality 

room with refresh-

ments and display ta-

bles.  Dave, Mary Jo, 

Barbara, and Linda had 

everything in order and 

check-in was quick and 

easy. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Reunion 

Information 

John Sheafe has been going through his 

fatherôs things and has come across 

some fantastic photos of the 461st and 

the area surrounding Torretta Field 

from 1944-45.  I think that every one 

of them is worth putting on the web-

site, but I canôt identify most of them.  

As a result, Iôm going to publish them 

here in the Liberaider in hopes some-

one can tell me who is in the photos 

and/or where the photos were taken.  If 

I can come up with something to say 

about a photo, Iôll include that.  Johnôs 

father, Engineering Officer Capt. Harry 

Sheafe, was part of the Ground Eche-

lon of the 767th Bombardment Squad-

ron.  A lot of the photos Iôve received 

from John are of the Ground Echelon.  

Hopefully knowing this will help to in 

providing information about the pho-

tos.  In addition to publishing the pho-

tos here in the Liberaider, Iôll create an 

album on the website with larger ver-

sions of the photos to make it easier to 

make out the photo.  Iôll place a link to 

this album on the Ground Echelon page 

on the website under the list of Air-

plane Crew Chiefs.  Please take a few 

minutes to go through these photos and 

help to provide an appropriate caption 

for those photos you recognize. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Taps  
May they rest in peace forever 

DECEMBER 2011 

Please forward all death notices to: 

Hughes Glantzberg 

P.O. Box 926 

Gunnison, CO  81230 

editor@461st.org 

 

Hdqtr Detachment    

Name Hometown MOS Date of Death 

Lane, James H. Dalton, GA 345 05/27/2011 

Raymond, Eugene B. Laguna Hills, CA 200 10/15/2011 
    

764th Squadron    

Name Hometown MOS Date of Death 

Egger, Roger D. San Antonio, TX 1035 09/28/2011 

Eley, Richard C. Donnalsonville, GA 750 09/17/2011 

Emmert, Lloyd D. Covina, CA 1092 06/22/2011 

Johnson, Donald C. Omaha, NE 748 08/15/2011 

Scott, Theodore R. Deerfield, IL 1034 11/13/2010 

Trenner, Edgar Florence, MA 1092 07/16/2011 

Zobal, George F, Boynton Beach, FL 612 11/06/2011 
    

765th Squadron 
   

Name Hometown MOS Date of Death 

Andersen, Lester E. Springfield, MA 748 02/23/2011 

    

766th Squadron    

Name Hometown MOS Date of Death 

Meyers, Roy G. Summerville, SC 757 07/14/2011 

Whitham, Hugh D. Bethel, VT 154 06/17/2011 
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With a special interest in World War II and the 

461st Bombardment Group in particular, I 

found this book excellent. Most of the men who 

fought during WWII were in their late teens 

and early 20s. It's amazing to be able to read 

about their activities.  Liberaider Editor 

Available from Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble and Xlibris (at a 15% discount) (http://www2.xlibris.com/

bookstore/bookdisplay.asp?bookid=11013 ). 

Music Bravely Ringing 
by 

Martin A. Rush 

767th Squadron 

This is the story of a small town boy who, during WWII, wandered onto the con-

veyor belt that turned civilians into bomber pilots.  Initially awed and intimidated at 

the world outside his home town, he began to realize that this was an opportunity to 

have a hand in stimulating and challenging dealings larger than he had ex-

pected.  He had a few near-misses, but gradually began to get the hang of it.  His 

story is that like the thousands of young men who were tossed into the maelstrom of 

war in the skies.  He was one of the ones who was lucky enough to live through it.  

Available from Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Ingram Book Group, Baker & 

Taylor, and from iUniverse, Inc. 

 
Al Ataque 

History / General 

 Trade Paperback 

Publication Date: Nov-2006 

Price: $26.95 

Size: 6 x 9 

Author: Hughes Glantzberg 

ISBN: 0-595-41572-5 

Trade Hardcopy 

Publication Date: Nov-2006 

Price: $36.95 

Size: 6 x 9 

Author: Hughes Glantzberg 

ISBN: 0-595-86486-4 

 413 Pages 

On Demand Printing 

Available from Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Ingram 

Book Group, Baker & Taylor, and from iUniverse, Inc 

 To order call 1-800-AUTHORS 

Al Ataque is an excellent book that describes the preparation a bomb group goes through before being de-

ployed overseas as well as the problems of shipping over five thousand men and supplies along with some 

eighty B-24 aircraft from a stateside base to a foreign country. The book details the establishment of Tor-

retta Field which was used by the 461st for the duration of the war in Europe. The 461st Bomb Group flew 

two hundred and twenty-three combat missions between April 1944 and April 1945. Each of these is de-

scribed in the book. Personal experiences of veterans who were actually part of the 461st are also included. 
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The General Meeting was held at 7:00.  Hughes 

Glantzberg welcomed the attendees and the 484th 

Bomb Group who joined us this year for the first 

time in many years.  Possible destinations for 2012 

were discussed with Indianapolis winning the vote 

and Omaha coming in second.  Dave will now see 

what Indianapolis has to offer for 2012.   

Friday, September 23 

Buses were loaded and took off at 9:30 Friday morn-

ing.  Our first stop was a park which is home to St. 

Anthony Falls, the birthplace of Minneapolis.  It was 

a beautiful stop with the falls and a bronze statue 

honoring Hiawatha and Minnehaha.  We were also 

near the original Fort Snelling and stopped at the 

Capitol building in St. Paul which also had a nice 

WWII Memorial. 

We then headed to Fleming Field which now houses 

the Minnesota Wing Commemorative Air Force Mu-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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seum.  We enjoyed lunch in the hangar that houses 

much of the museum memorabilia and were able to 

peak into the B-25 Miss Mitchell, which was particu-

larly poignant due to the fact that this was the plane 

that did a fly over at General James (Jimmy) Doolit-

tleôs funeral and Gen. Doolittleôs granddaughter, 

Jonna Doolittle Hoppes was among our group. 

Our tour of Minneapolis/St. Paul continued through 

downtown Minneapolis with its extensive skywalk 

system.  We stopped at the Guthrie Theatre for a 

quick stretch of the legs and a chance to enjoy a 

beautiful view of the Mississippi River.  We enjoyed 

a look at Summit Avenue with its beautiful man-

sions, including the Governorôs mansion and the 

home of Garrison Keillor.  And we were able see the 

beautiful Cathedral of St. Paul, which is modeled 

after St. Peterôs Basilica in Rome. 

Friday evening was the Squadron dinner.  We en-

joyed a great sit down dinner.  Afterward, the group 

was entertained by Hjalmar Johansson of the 461st 

and Orville Hommert of the 484th and the groupsô 

participation in the Odertal refinery mission on De-

cember 17, 1944, two different but equally interest-

ing perspectives.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Saturday, September 24 

The buses left at 9:30 on this day and headed toward 

the St. Croix River and Stillwater, MN.  We toured 

Stillwater and the many mansions built by the lum-

ber barons of the time.  The mansions included many 

Victorian homes that have been restored and painted 

with a rainbow of beautiful colors.  The tour includ-

ed driving by the historic Courthouse as well as a 

lookout point over the river.  We then boarded a rep-

lica of an 1890ôs paddleboat and toured the river. It 

was a little chilly heading into the wind but condi-

tions were overall very nice with plenty of room out 

in the open or under cover.  We enjoyed an excellent 

lunch served on board while enjoying the beautiful 

scenery.  It was a fun trip on the water.  We then 

headed back toward the hotel with a brief stop at the 

Fort Snelling National Cemetery. 

That evening was the Group Banquet with a sit down 

dinner.  After dinner, we enjoyed an introductory 

film of the 461st made about 20 years ago.  Then we 

listened to Jonna Hoppes, granddaughter of General 

Jimmy Doolittle who shared her memories of her 

grandparents but especially her grandmother.  Jonna 

was a great speaker and a great addition to the even-

ing.     

Sunday, September 25 

Our last function, all too soon, was the Memorial 

Breakfast which was the morning buffet at this 

hotel.  After breakfast, the group adjourned to a 

meeting room for the Memorial program.  We 

had the presentation of colors by a local Air Na-

tional Guard Color Guard Unit.  Mary Jo Hayes 

and Jim Watson read the names of those no long-

er with us from the 461st and Dick Olson read the 

names of the 484th personnel. Several veterans 

shared special memories of some of those who 

are now departed.    We hope to see everyone 

and more next year. 

It seemed like the weekend was over all too 

soon.  In a flash, we were saying goodbye to new 

friends and old friends.  The hotel staff, service 

and food were all exceptional this year.  It will 

be a hard act to follow but we look forward to 

seeing you next year!  

(Continued from page 5) 
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plishments.  

"You have a proud tradition of combat excellence 

and a warrior's ethos and spirit that is personified by 

all of you each and every day," said Hoog.  

Welsh - promoted to brigadier general in a ceremony 

following the change of command - has seen many 

changes since coming to the wing in 1996 as a weap-

ons system officer.  

"This is an historic occasion," Welsh said. "Nine 

years ago to the day we went from two wings to one, 

and today we go from one wing to two ... we're still 

one team, Team JSTARS. And, it's going to take 

Team JSTARS to get us to the next level, to continue 

the successes that we've enjoyed and to continue 

providing JSTARS support around the globe."  

Col. Worley, drawing inspiration from the original 

461st Bomb Group's World War II motto, "On The 

Attack," encouraged the members of Team JSTARS 

to go on the attack and work together to also build an 

even better JSTARS team.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Hughes Glantzberg, Editor, P.O. Box 926, Gunnison, CO 81230 

The Liberaider is published twice yearly on behalf of the members of the organization.  Per-

mission is granted to use articles provided source is given. 

U.S. Air Force Col. L. Dean Worley Jr., left, 461st 

Air Control Wing commander, and Col. William 

Welsh, 116th Air Control Wing commander, shake 

hands after signing a memorandum of understanding 

prior to the 116th ACW Change of Command and 

the 461st ACW activation ceremonies at the Muse-

um of Aviation, Robins Air Force Base, Ga., Sept. 

30, 2011. The memorandum of understanding estab-

lished the initiative to optimize day-to-day opera-

tions of both wings working together as an active 

associate unit. (National Guard photo by Master Sgt. 

Roger Parsons/Released)  

The 461st Air Control Wing is an active United States 

Air Force unit. It is assigned to the Air Combat Com-

mand, Ninth Air Force, stationed at Robins Air Force 

Base, Georgia. It was activated on 7 Oct 2011. 

Originally activated in 1943 as the 461st Bombardment 

Group as a World War II United States Army Air Forces 

combat organization. The highly-decorated unit served 

primarily in the Mediterranean, African, and The Middle 

East Theatres of World War II. 

Activated as a tactical bomber unit by Tactical Air Com-

mand in the 1950s, in November 1962 the wing was des-

ignated the 461st Bombardment Wing and was stationed 

at Amarillo AFB and assigned to Strategic Air Command. 

The wing flew B-52 Stratofortress heavy strategic bomb-

ers and deployed aircraft and crews to Andersen AFB, 

Guam for combat operations in Southeast Asia. The wing 

was inactivated in March 1968 with the closure of Ama-

rillo AFB. 

World War II 

Established in May 1943 as a B-24 Liberator heavy bom-

bardment group, being activated on 1 July at Wendover 

Field, Utah. Trained under II Bomber Command at sever-

al airfields in Utah, Idaho, and California, with group ele-

ments undergoing combat simulation training at the Army 

Air Force School of Applied Tactics in Florida. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guam
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