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Our Trip Home 

by 
Robert G. Gilbert 
Ball Turret Gunner 
Crew 16-3 
764th Squadron 

461st Bomb Group (H) 

MAY 15, 1945 

Everything was mass confusion at 
our base.  Crews were packing up 
their personal things getting ready 
for the move back to the states.  
Crew briefings were held informing 
us of our route home.  Most of the 
planes were to be ferried back to the 

states by the present combat crews.  
Our crew was assigned an older B-
24 named óCherokeeô.  Our Crew 
Chief went over the airplane with 
his line crew and fine-tuned the old 
bird for her last long flight. 

Lt. Brashawitz had been promoted 
to lead navigator for the entire 461st  
Group and would not be making the 
trip home with the rest of the crew.  
A navigator who had lost the rest of 
his crew was assigned to our crew.  
We also had an extra flight engineer 
riding along. 

(Continued on page 22) 

Thursday, October 10, was 
arrival and check in day.   

The registration table was 
open all day as was the 
hospitality room with re-
freshments and display 
tables.  Dave, Barbara, and 
Linda had everything in 
order and check in was 
quick and easy. 

The General Meeting was 
held at 7:00.  Hughes Glan-
tzberg welcomed the at-
tendees.  Possible destina-
tions for 2013 were dis-
cussed with Branson, MO 
winning the vote and Little 
Rock, AR coming in sec-
ond.  Dave Blake will be 

(Continued on page 4) 
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by 
2nd Lt. Robert E. Harrison 

1944-1945 
767th Squadron 
Crew #81-R 

Overseas Log of R.E. 
Harrison and Crew 

Wellington A. Gillis 
Pat R. Macarelli 
Edward A. Loyko 
Ernest E. Gilbert 
Richard G. Bickel 

Bertrand A. Benedict 
John G. McGarr 
Lester M. Friedman 
Clarence E. Farris 

October 1944 ï June 1945 

Part III 

Part I of this log was started in the De-
cember 2012 issue of the Liberaider.  
Part II appeared in the June 2013 issue 
of the Liberaider.  Copies are available 
on the 461st BG website 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Taps  
May they rest in peace forever 

DECEMBER 2013 

Please forward all death notices to: 
Hughes Glantzberg 
P.O. Box 926 
Gunnison, CO  81230 
editor@461st.org  

764th Squadron    

Name Hometown MOS DOD 

Burton, George A. Walla Walla, WA 1092 9-15-13 

Kucera, Joseph Mesa, AZ 1034 8-18-13 

Moats, Rollin R. Coshocton, OH 901 6-29-13 

    

765th Squadron    

Name Hometown MOS DOD 

Pogue, Jack Pass Christian, MS 4823 7-3-13 

Richey, Lucian A. Florence, AL 757 1-25-13 

    

766th Squadron 
   

Name Hometown MOS DOD 

Hanson, Stanley F. Naples, FL 1034 5-7-13 

Reichard, Richard W. Chicago, IL 757 5-1-13 

Schreck, James A. Greensburg, IN 612 2-21-13 

Smith, Robert G. St. Petersburg, FL 1092 9-11-13 
    

767th Squadron    

Name Hometown MOS DOD 

Edwards, David S. Jr. Union Bridge, MD 757 6-20-13 

McGinnis, Robert N. Trail Creek, IN 911 3-2-13 

Rowe, Thomas E. Oak Lawn, IL 748 9-4-13 

Schlosstein, Fred W. Jr. Lehigh Acres, FL 748 11-7-13 

Venturi, Guido Ukiah, CA 911 4-8-13 
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 Al Ataque 

History / General 

 Trade Paperback 

Publication Date: Nov-2006 

Price: $26.95 

Size: 6 x 9 

Author: Hughes Glantzberg 
ISBN: 0-595-41572-5 

Trade Hardcopy 

Publication Date: Nov-2006 

Price: $36.95 

Size: 6 x 9 

Author: Hughes Glantzberg 
ISBN: 0-595-86486-4 

 413 Pages 

On Demand Printing 

Available from Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Ingram 

Book Group, Baker & Taylor, and from iUniverse, Inc 

 To order call 1-800-AUTHORS 

Al Ataque is an excellent book that describes the preparation a bomb group goes through 
before being deployed overseas as well as the problems of shipping over five thousand men 
and supplies along with some eighty B-24 aircraft from a stateside base to a foreign country. 
The book details the establishment of Torretta Field which was used by the 461st for the du-
ration of the war in Europe. The 461st Bomb Group flew two hundred and twenty-three 
combat missions between April 1944 and April 1945. Each of these is described in the book. 
Personal experiences of veterans who were actually part of the 461st are also included. 

With a special interest in World War II and the 
461st Bombardment Group in particular, I 
found this book excellent. Most of the men who 
fought during WWII were in their late teens 
and early 20s. It's amazing to be able to read 
about their activities.  Liberaider Editor 

Available from Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble and Xlibris (at a 15% discount) (http://www2.xlibris.com/
bookstore/bookdisplay.asp?bookid=11013 ). 

Music Bravely Ringing 
by 

Martin A. Rush 
767th Squadron 

This is the story of a small town boy who, during WWII, wandered onto the conveyor belt 
that turned civilians into bomber pilots.  Initially awed and intimidated at the world out-
side his home town, he began to realize that this was an opportunity to have a hand in 
stimulating and challenging dealings larger than he had expected.  He had a few near-
misses, but gradually began to get the hang of it.  His story is that like the thousands of 
young men who were tossed into the maelstrom of war in the skies.  He was one of the 
ones who was lucky enough to live through it.  
This book is at the publisher now and should be available early in 2008. 



checking out travel issues for Branson which is a small com-
mercial airport that currently served by Southwest and Frontier 
airlines.   

Friday, October 11 

Buses were loaded and took off at 9:30 Friday morning.  Our 
first tour destination was Boys Town, a National Historic Land-
mark and the only National Historic Landmark in Nebraska.  

Each bus picked up a tour guide and we drove around the exten-
sive grounds and stops at the Dowd Chapel and Father Flanagan 
Tomb, the Hall of History and the Visitor Center.  These stops 

and the tour guides provided extensive information about the 
story of Father Flanagan and his humble beginnings for his 
ñboysô homeò up to his early death just after WWII and how the 
program has been maintained and expanded since then.  The 
Boys Town mission, that now includes girls, is truly amazing.  
Many lives have been touched through the work done here.  
Residents live in houses of 6-8 kids with a full time parental 
couple.   

We then headed to Mahoney State Park for lunch.  We had a 
nice buffet lunch (that pretty much cleaned out the kitchen!) 
with a lovely view of the park and Platte river from a hilltop. 

From there, we boarded the buses for a short journey to the ad-
joining Strategic Air & Space Museum, lots of planes and infor-

(Continued from page 1) 
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Father Flanaganôs home 

Dowd Chapel 

Father Flanaganôs Tomb 


